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Whatõs on... 

Sunday 7th  

Tuesday 9th  7.30pm Pitcombe Parish Council Meeting  

Friday 12th  Black bin collection 

Sunday 14th   

Sunday 21st  

Friday 26th Black bin collection 

Sunday 28th   

  

  

  

  

  

June    

...weekly 

...later 
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welcome 
PITCOMBE NEWS 
 

contribute 
  The next edition will be April 2020. All contributions from you are very welcome. 

Please send an to tAhe Editors by Directory in the centrefold of the magazine. 

Editors: Jane and Anthony Hodges 

 

With such an enduring stream of sunny weather, coupled with isolators turning out 

to tend their gardens, we should be treated to a cornucopia of summer flowers, 

fruit and vegetables.   Roses are likely to feature strongly in vases, strawberries will 

head the fruit rush and asparagus will be in sufficient supply to grace our tables 

daily. 

Our series of war stories, contributed by local residents, continues with a range of 

ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƳǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŜǎΦ YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ !ǇǇŜǊƭȅΩǎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƴƎƭŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ŀǎ 

there cannot be many people around that can describe both their school days and 

their war service between the years of 1939 and 1945. 

Faithful contributors this month include the ever-reliable Parish Council, with notes 

on their May meeting. We will all be pleased to hear that the Council has passed 

ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΦ {ǘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŜ 

use of a three-phase approach to lifting restrictions on attendance and, from 

Charles Brook, a most informative list of local footpaths and accompanying map. 

The heightened interest in walking these past few weeks will be well served by this 

material. 

A light-hearted bon mot to end with: 

Ψ.ŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŀƭƪ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀȅΣ 
ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ŀ ƳƛƭŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻŜǎΦΩ 
 
Stay well everyone and more war memories would be most welcome. 
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  JUNE  
In these challenging times it is very sad that we are unable to hold 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ {ǘ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƻŎƪŜŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
things do not appear quite so bleak as a month ago, and I am sure 
that the situation will improve. 

In line with government advice the church is implementing a three-
phase approach to lifting the restrictions. The first phase, which we 
are in now, allows a nominated person to enter the church for 
activities such as recording or streaming of services, or private 
prayer by an Incumbent or an authorised person. The second phase 
ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 
third phase that services of worship with limited congregations will 
be allowed.  The timing of the phases will be guided by national 
advice and will take account of any national Public Health 
statements. However, whichever phase we are in, we will need to 
observe the appropriate physical distancing and hygiene 
precautions. 

It is particularly difficult for us at the current time as we do not 
have an incumbent, however we are moving forward in the process 
of appointing a new rector. We have completed the Bruton 
Benefice profile and it has been authorised by the PCCs of Bruton, 
Wyke Champflower, Brewham, Shepton Montague and Redlynch. 
The advertisement of the post is now on hold awaiting the easing 
of the Coronavirus restrictions. 

Although the recent Parochial Church Council meeting was held on 
Zoom, it was decided that to hold the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting on Zoom was perhaps too ambitious a goal. We have been 
given permission to delay the APCM until October, so we have 
postponed it until the early autumn at a date to be decided. 

It has been quite an extraordinary spring and the day after day of 
sunshine has helped us keep positive in these difficult times. Let us 
look forward to a return to some sort of normality when we can 
meet with our families and friends once again. 

Philip Pidsley Churchwarden S
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My Dear Friends 

I know many of us share the same sense of frustration and disappointment at this 
moment as we are unable to join with our fellow worshippers in Church. St Leonard's 
Church has certainly lived through many interesting times in the life of our nation, 
but it has never before suffered the indignity of being locked and bolted to keep 
people out. How we miss it! 

Whenever I have had the pleasure of coming to St Leonard's I have always felt 
impressed by the atmosphere of tranquillity and holiness. Perhaps that is due to the 
fact that many generations have prayed and worshipped in that sacred place. 

I must say I was very troubled when we were ordered to lock all our churches in line 
with the instructions from the Government and Church authorities. However, it has 
become obvious as the pandemic grew to alarming proportions that we are facing a 
very unpleasant virus which can be spread rather easily so every part of our society 
needs to play a part in reducing it. 

There are no easy answers but be assured that the Church leaders are now in the 
process of consulting experts to provide advice to the local churches on dealing with 
social distancing, personal hygiene measures and the deep cleaning of church 
buildings. All this takes time, so even if the Government's Pandemic recovery 
strategy proves a success it is impossible to know how long it might be before things 
get back to anything like "normal" in church. 

Please be patient and go on praying. You can rest assured that we will do all we can 
to get the church up and running as soon as possible. Meanwhile I say Morning and 
Evening Prayer quietly at home. Please do not hesitate to send me names for 
intercession. And let us all look forward to the time when we can get together once 
more to worship in St Leonard's. 

With my prayers,  

Mark EllisτPrebendary 
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School Days and Call Up 
 
I was at school at Bognor in Sussex 
and in June 1940 it was expected that 
IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ 
the south coast at any minute.  So, 
like most schools from Kent and 
Sussex, we were evacuated to 
Cornwall. We occupied the Royal 
Hotel overlooking the station in 
Penzance, where we stayed for 
several years. 
 
We had lessons in the reception 
rooms and were taught chemistry by 
the art mistress. My parents had a 
flat in London near Paddington 
Station where, during the holidays, I  
 

 
went to visit and was woken with the 
bombs and anti-aircraft gunfire. It 
was extremely frightening. 
 
Later in the war when I was called up, 
I nursed at a London hospital for a 
short time and then joined the VAD's 
and nursed sailors at a Naval training 
establishment, HMS Ganges. I spent a 
very merry VE night on a ship in 
Harwich Harbour. 
 
Kathleen Apperly 
 

 

 




