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welcome

PITCOMBE NEWS

A cornucopia of fresh contributions this month, emphasizes the richness of
the start of Spring.

A first (in your editors’ experience) is a unique crossword, with clues relating
to this parish alone, in both cryptic and straight form, which should appeal to
a wide range of tastes. The brains behind this belong to Steve Bruce-Jones,
who has offered to make them a regular occurrence, depending on the level
of enthusiasm from readers. You are therefore encouraged to respond, either
positively or otherwise, to your editors (contact details below) to gauge
whether Steve’s crosswords should become a regular feature. They (your
editors) take a partisan view by encouraging this inspired initiative and are
strongly in favour of seeing more of them.

Another local contribution is from an enthusiastic group of church bellringers,
rehearsing at St Leonard’s Church. They are clearly inspired by the skills
they’re developing, and amount of fun they’re having, and would like to en-
courage others to join them. Elsewhere, there is a report by Richard Waller
on the Jazz evening on 11 March, held at the Village Hall. He eloquently de-
scribes the delight of the toe-tapping audience, which implies that a repeat of
these musical evenings would be welcome.

On a more considered note, the Parish Council report describes the implica-
tions of replacing the bridge over the river in Pitcombe. Consideration is giv-
en to the cost and the disruption to the lives of residents while under con-
struction. Finally, our local farmer, Kevin Spratling is advertising the availabil-
ity of produce relating to his pig-rearing enterprise, with mouth-watering joints
of pork, sausages and bacon for sale. Support our local agriculture!

. . . Editors: Jane and Anthony Hodges
Contributions please to the Editors by |5th of the month—contact

details anthonyhodges48@outlook.com & janepamelahodg-
es@hotmail.com
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ST LEONARD

April 2023

MARCH 2023

You are warmly invited to our services at St Leonard’s, with a service every Sunday
in April apart from the last one. Due to Easter, the times are a little different this
month and are as follows:

Palm Sunday Holy Communion on 2™ April at 11:00 - Preb. Mark Ellis

Easter Sunday Holy Communion on ot April at 11:00 - Rev’'d Mike Vockins
Morning Prayer on 16" April at 9:30 - Rev’d J Evans

Evening Prayer on 23 April at 6:00pm - Rev’'d J Evans
Sunday April 30" - no Service at St Leonard’s

Now that the clocks have moved forwards an hour and the evening are lighter the
church will be open for visiting from 10am to 4pm. In the next few weeks’ time you
may see a wire grill in a wooden frame over the front of the porch. It’s easy to open
so that you can enter the church, but it’s there to stop the jackdaws nesting in the
porch, as their nesting material and droppings make a quite mess! The grill will be
taken away a after few weeks so that the swifts and swallows can take up residence.

Last week Maureen and | visited London to see a show, when we witnessed some-
thing that we have reflected on and discussed since we have got home. While we
were having breakfast in our hotel, a lady sat down next to us and started to eat her
full English breakfast with a cup of hot tea. After a while the restaurant manager
arrived and quietly asked the lady for her room number, and after some discussion,
it became clear that she was not staying in the hotel and had walked in off the
street. She then left with the restaurant manager and was presumably escorted off
the premises. And there sat the breakfast and the cup of tea, which got colder with
time, food that would then have been thrown away. The question we asked our-
selves is, should the restaurant manager have let her eat her breakfast before asking
her to leave, so that she was fed and the food wasn’t wasted?

On the one hand, I'm sure that hotels in London are troubled by people coming in
off the street, and crime shouldn’t be allowed to pay. On the other hand, we won-
dered what events in her life had led the lady to act in this way, and what were her
current circumstances. A moral problem to which there are no easy answers.

To finish on a lighter note, we now look forward to spring, the apple blossoms in the
Hadspen valley and the warmer weather. | wish all the readers of the Pitcombe
News a very Happy Easter.

Philip Pidsley = Churchwarden
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RECTOR’S RUMINATIONS

About a year ago, as we started to take stock of the impact that the Covid pandem-
c had on our society, the phrase ‘the new normal’ began to gain currency, as we
Kpeculated about the extent to which some of the changes we experienced during
the pandemic might become more or less permanent features of life, and which
things from the past would revive and continue unaffected.

Sometimes, we adapt to change quite quickly and things that at first seemed
Ktrange and perhaps even uncomfortable can soon become ‘normal’. The obligato-
'y wearing of seatbelts in cars, for example, became widely accepted as normal
practice quickly. The adoption of metric weights and measures much less so.

Christians celebrate the great festival of Easter this month. Every year, Easter in-
vites questions about what is normal and what is not; what is ordinary and what is

extraordinary.

We confront first the fact that the popular, charismatic itinerant preacher from
Nazareth was brutally killed. He was executed by a method that seems to us excep-
Lional in its cruelty and degradation. Yet, in those times of political and oppression

bnd military occupation, this was normal — there were many crucifixions.

IThen we are confronted by the empty tomb and the reports that Jesus, having been
pronounced dead, was now alive. Familiarity with this story, told and told again
pver the nearly 2,000 years since those first reports began to circulate can, if we do
hot pay attention, result in this event losing its capacity to shock, surprise and un-
Hermine our sense of normality.

Faster is all about the revelation of the truly extraordinary amid the ordinary, the
presence of the divine within the mundane. Which is why the story is still being
told. Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Rev’d Jonathan Evans
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PARISH COUNCIL @I

It was good to see some residents at our recent meeting and it was apparent that
news of the proposed replacement of the bridge in Pitcombe has aroused concern. |
will therefore make that the focus of this report. We received an email from the
Highways department outlining the planned works:

“Our intention is to replace the structure more or less on a like for like basis. The
main difference will be that the arch barrel will be of a concrete composition and
will be hidden from general view. All the spandrel walls and parapets will be recon-
structed using masonry and lime mortar, thus hiding the internal concrete construc-
tion from general view. We aim to re-use as much of the existing masonry as possi-
ble, however | estimate that that may be as little as 20%. The remainder will be
sourced from local quarries or other suppliers, to closely match the original and be
in keeping with the conservation area.

The Engineer leading the scheme so far has made initial enquiries into flexible con-
crete arches and is waiting response from one of the main manufacturers. The de-
tailed design for the scheme will be carried out internally, this will include applica-
tions for any and all permits that will be required to proceed the scheme; consulta-
tion with the Lead Local Flood Authority, Ecology surveys (endangered species etc)
and any relevant permits gained, permits to work in the watercourse, consult with
utility and service providers to ascertain what equipment they have in the area and
take steps to avoid or divert them, road closure application, consult with the rele-
vant Local Authority relating to the conservation area etc. Once the design works
are complete the scheme will be put out to our Framework Contractors for com-
petitive Tender, the contract will be awarded to the most financially advantageous
to the Council.

Our design team have an extensive workload at present with at least three other
bridge replacement schemes in the pipeline, alongside multiple minor works de-
signs to undertake. | would suggest that the time frame for this scheme will be circa
12 months, barring any issues with environmental constraints, conservation con-
cerns or even last-minute budget slashing!

| hope this goes someway to explaining what we aim to achieve, and you can con-
vey this to the parish. There will be unavoidable disruption when this scheme hits
the ground, but the result will be a replacement bridge aseptically (sic) closely
matching the existing, especially once the masonry has weathered in.”
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Whilst broadly welcoming this detailed report, the Council expressed serious
concerns about how this will be achieved with minimal disruption to the lives
of the residents; especially those who live on the far side of the bridge. We
will press for involvement in these decisions and clarification about the time-
scales and measures to allow access during construction.

Otherwise, the meeting covered a wide agenda including a decision to plant a
mature oak tree to commemorate the coronation of our new King. Council-
lors remain concerned about the works being undertaken without any per-
missions at Cole Stile Farm. (Subsequent to the meeting an application for
planning permission has been received at SSDC and this will be discussed at
our meeting in April).

It was agreed that our next meeting will take place on 18" April to ensure the
availability of the clerk. Please note this is the third Tuesday of the month
rather than the second. With thanks to all who attended.

Richard Waller

Sonnet 98
William Shakespeare

From you have | been absent in the spring,
When proud-pied April, dressed in all his trim,
Hath put a spirit of youth in everything,
That heavy Saturn laughed and leaped with him.
Yet nor the lays of birds, nor the sweet smell
Of different flowers in odour and in hue,
Could make me any summer’s story tell,

Or from their proud lap pluck them where they grew:
Nor did | wonder at the lily’s white,

Nor praise the deep vermilion in the rose;
They were but sweet, but figures of delight
Drawn after you, — you pattern of all those.

Yet seem’d it winter still, and, you away,
As with your shadow | with these did play.
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THE HAPPY COOKER

Smoked Haddock Souffle

.Surprisingly easy and absolutely yummy! Serves 6

Ingredients

500g young spinach

500g undyed smoked haddock
290ml whole milk

1 bay leaf

10 peppercorns

55g unsalted butter#55g plain flour
4 eggs

Salt, freshly ground black pepper, nutmeg

Method

Oven set at 180*. Grease 6 ramekins. Wash and steam spinach til just wilted, drain and add
black pepper and grating of nutmeg. Divide spinach between ramekins.

Put the smoked haddock in an ovenproof dish, with milk, peppercorns and bay leaf and
poach in oven for 15 minutes. When fish is cooked, strain off the milk and put aside. Make a
roux with flour and butter and add the poaching milk to make a white sauce. Simmer for 10
mins and season. Add salt with caution as smoked fish can be salty. Flake cooked fish and
add to the sauce. Separate the eggs, and beat the yolks onto the white sauce and fish mix-
ture. Turn up oven to 200*/Gas 6. Whisk egg whites until stiff but not dry and fold them
into the sauce mixture with a metal spoon. Divide between the ramekins, then run your
finger round the top of each one so that the souffle doesn’t catch when cooking and can rise
easily.

Place ramekins on a baking tray and put into a hot oven. Cook for 30 to 35 mins until well
risen and brown on top. Serve immediately.
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Learning to Ring Church Bells

How difficult can it be! We thought.

As relative newcomers to the area, we wanted to attend some local events so we
could meet people and carry out some volunteer work in the community.

Last Summer we read an article in the Pitcombe News. It offered the chance to learn
the ancient tradition of Bell Ringing at St Leonard’s, Pitcombe.

We jumped at the chance.

We attended a few sessions where we chatted to ringers and watched the bells be-
ing rung. It was clear to see that there were various standards of ringing. Some ex-
perts and some learners. We were very excited to have the opportunity to have a
go.

Pitcombe Church is a dedicated ringing hub with Karen Dunn at the helm, assisted
by Kevin Spratling. Karen and Kevin are very patient teachers. They offer a diverse
way of teaching so even the slowest of us is gaining a good understanding of the
skill.

As there are just 2 of us learning, we are getting one to one tuition at present. But
we need more people. There are 6 bells at Pitcombe, and we can’t ring all of them
at once. Karen'’s vision is to have a local band to ring Pitcombe Bells. With various
events looming, such as the Kings Coronation, weddings, Evensong and Christmas,
we really need more ringers.

If you are concerned about causing a disturbance. Fear not. During lessons, the bells
are muffled and connected to a computerised simulator. Only we can hear the bells
inside.

So, if you fancy having a go, come on down and join us on Thursday evenings from 7
-8.30pm. There may even be a pint at the Montague Arms afterwards.

Nicky Bolton and Mark Hutton.

Postscript:

The person to contact if you’re interested is karen.dunn80@icloud.com - Editor


mailto:karen.dunn80@icloud.com
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AVAYA DORSET

QUALITY*RELIABILITY*SECURITY

W GARAGE DOORS

PN

W Sectional Doors

PN

% Roller Doors

PN

% Up and Over

- ¥ Side Hinged

PN

W Personnel Doors

PN

W Spares & Accessories

PN

¥ Installation

o

¥ Repairs

o

W Servicing

o

¥ Automation

o

¥ 2 into 1 Conversions

v

W Automated Gate Systems

Contact us today for your free
no-obligation quote

Call 01963 363782 or 01258 472830

www.dorsetgaragedoors.co.uk

Odd Jobs

For all those jobs you
never get around to doing!

General Household and Garden Maintenance inc. Lawn Mowing

(4x4 Ride on with high grass mulch deck or collector), Fencing, Removals and Deliveries
(Large, Long Wheelbase Van)

Don't Delay, Ring Today
Alistair Gillard
Tel: 01749 347 331
Mob: 07977 054 036
Email: gillardalistair66@gmail.com

A&
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Snowbirds

The winter in Canada is even longer and colder than in Hadspen so our Torontonian
daughter bought a house in Barbados where the temperature is around the high
twenties year-round; parental duty required a visit and we complied. Before you
dump tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere from your flight, pause for
thought.

The surface area of Barbados is 430 sq kms just a little smaller than the Isle of Arran
(432); the population of Arran in 2003 was 5,058, and | don’t imagine that there has
been a huge increase since then, whereas Barbados notched up 282,200 in 2021.
With 5 flights daily from UK, not to mention from North America and the rest of
Europe, there are a lot of chaps about and they all cluster along the west coast be-
cause the east, which is much more beautiful, is rugged and exposed to the trade
winds which blow reliably.

It's a place to see some special gardens and top of those in my opinion (beats Flow-
er Forest, the other contender for the title) is Andromeda Botanic Gardens which is
a few feet up from the seashore on the east coast and seemingly protected from
the gale. Its founder, Iris Bayley (nee Bradshaw, later Bannochie after Dr Harry Bay-
ley died), was a self-taught Bajan scientist who created the 8-acre garden round her
house in 1954 on land that had been in her family since 1740. She exhibited at
Chelsea on numerous occasions winning many medals. There’s even more to An-
dromeda Botanic Garden; from 1954 to 1985 the laboratory in the residence was
used by the US Navy to track soviet submarines operating in the Atlantic, an open
secret to the fishermen on that coast but presumably not known in USSR.

If you don’t like lying on beaches, which | don’t, there’s lots of time to read and |
discovered Tom Bradby’s Kate Henderson, head of the Russian desk at MI6. The
trilogy, Secret Service, Double Agent and Triple Cross, kept me very happy in siesta
time.

Charles Brook
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Bruton Flower Club

At our meeting on Monday, we had a flower swap. Members brought flowers and
foliage with a container and then swopped these randomly with another member
who arranged them. The results were fabulous with some traditional and some
more contemporary designs. A great way of trying out something you might not
normally attempt.

At our April meeting on 3rd April, we have a members’ demonstration. This will
include Margaret Bown, a talented flower arranger and teacher, showing us some
flower arranging basics. A good meeting to come along to if you would like to
know more about how to arrange flowers.

Our meeting starts at 7.30pm, at Hadspen Village Hall, and visitors are always
welcome. If you would like any further information, then please let me know.

Judy Hayter 07788 311191

CAULFIELD
A CONSTRUCTION
£€~7 | ENGINEERING
ePeriod Property ®Renovations
eExtensions eAlterations
*Roofing *Repairs
eGroundworks eUnderpinning
® 07541 326750 @01963 359679

@ WWW.Cce-construction.com

4 contact@cce-construction.com




April 2023

Jazz comes to Hadspen

On a Saturday in early March a small corner of Somerset was translocated to Paris
or Chicago as the Hadspen Village Hall was converted into a speakeasy. Intimate
tables were lit with tea-lights and a bootlegged bar supplied thirsty customers with
strong liquor. All that was missing was the rugged figure of Humphrey Bogart in a
white tuxedo to complete the shady ambience of the golden age of nightclubs and

jazz.

Music was provided by Ali and the Swing Cats who comprised Ali Foyle — vocals and
violin; Nick Strong — piano and bass; Al Falkingham — guitar and vocals. The band
originally formed in 2020 and managed only one gig before lockdown. Their ambi-
tion now is to perform live in every village hall in Somerset and they will surely en-
tertain many a crowd in their progress. Featuring Ali on vocals and jazz violin the
songs are given a new lease of life by the band some with sounds reminiscent of the
Django Reinhardt / Stephane Grapelli Hot Club de Paris era while others have a
more gentle smooth jazz treatment. The band extended its musical adventure into
the 1950s world of Tom Jobim (the father of bossa nova). The performance was
broken into three sets with breaks to refresh glasses and to circulate a little with the
other guests. We had been invited to bring our own nibbles but this was supple-
mented by a variety of scrumptious snacks by the HVH catering team.

The music was varied and seductive in its influence on the room and a couple of the
braver souls were even moved to dancing. With pulsating rhythms, swinging bass-
lines , soaring solos and polished performances the band had our feet tapping along
with some old favourites. There was a sprinkling of entertaining anecdotes along
the way and we learned that one lovely romantic song was first performed in 1940
by Vera Lynn and was not initially a success but has since become a standard with
some of the greatest singers of all time. As the evening drew to a close, “there was
magic abroad in the air...there were angels dining at the Ritz...and a nightingale sang
in Berkeley Square”.

With thanks to the hard workers of the Village Hall Committee for a super evening
which took us briefly away from the muddy lanes and chilly darkness to the glamour
and illicit charm of the Jazz Age.

Richard Waller 13



April 2023

P 1 T COMBE P A R

Parish Council
Chairman Richard Waller 01749 812754
tjtwaller@hotmail.com
Parish Clerk Anne Tuck 07538 502812
clerk@pitcombepc.org.uk.
St Leonard's Church
The Rector Rev’d Jonathan Evans 01749 812775
mobile 07305 736042
rector@stmarysbruton.org.
Benefice Office 01749 813080
benefice@stmarysbruton.org
Bell-ringing Tina Harley 01749 813262
tina.hatley@btinternet.com
Church Flowers roster Tina Harley 01749 813262
tina.hatley@btinternet.com
Church Wardens Philip Pidsley 01749 813842
philip.pidsley@btinternet.com
PPC Secretary Carole Wyatt 01963 350222
carolewyatt@btinternet.com

Friends of St Leonards

Secretary Cathie Brook 01963 351492
catherinebrook@aol.com

Hadspen Village Hall

Chairman Chris Mounsey 01963 359488
penny.mounsey345@btinternet.com

Bookings Secretaries Caroline Donald 01963 351954

caroline.t.donald@gmail.com
Jan James 01963 350464
janet.james945@btinternet.com
Secretary Maureen Pidsley 01749 813842
maureen.pidsley@btinternet.com

Neighbourhood Watch
Co-ordinating Officer Vacant 14
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H D I RECTORY

Co-editors ane Hodges 01963 351429

janepamelahodges@hotmail.com
anthonyhodges48@outlook.com

Anthony Hodges
Short Mat Bowls Club

Secretary Carole Wyatt 01963 350222
carolewvatt@btinternet.com

U3A

Bridge Kate Mair 01963 351544

kateandbillmair@hotmail.com

Sally Ridout Bruton Art Society 01963 370020
s.ridout18(@btinternet.com
HiStOI;y_ Bruce Bower 01747 840335

bowersxb@btinternet.com
Ballroom Dancing Lessons 07805 571590

aulparsons7@googlemail.com

Paul Parsons

Claire Meek Pilates cm75.pilates@gmail.com

Avon &Somerset Police

Emergencies 999
Non Emergencies 101
Healthcare

Bruton Surgery
Wincanton Health Centre

Shepton Mallet Treatment

Centre
Local Government

District Councillor

Lucy Trimmel

Tom Power

County Councillors

Roads and Transgort

Robin Bastable

01749 812 310
01963 435700

01749 333600

07976 317179
robin.bastable@southsomerset.gov.uk

Lucy.trimnell@somerset.gov.uk

Tom.power@somerset.gov.uk
roadsandtransportSD(@somerset. OV.lllls
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~ The Flower Shop

Beautiful fresh flowers
Bespoke country style bouquets
Range of jugs, pots, gifts and vases
Weddings, funerals, events
Family run business
Local delivery

8 High Street
Bruton, Somerset. BA10 0AA
Telephone: 01749 812465
Email: jo@theflowershopbruton.co.uk
www.theflowershopbruton.co.uk

ovencor 9

Domestic and Commercial Oven Cleaning

Your local, independent
oven cleaning service.

L Domestic Ovens,
& Ranges, AGAsS,
- Hobs & Extractors

e ma— o

+ -

Commercial Ovens,
Extractors, Floors &
much more ...

01963 240931

www.ovencor.co.uk
Email: contact@ovencor.co.uk
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Castle Cary Gardening Association

Resorting to talking about the weather is a bit of a cop-out, but what weather! It’s
been hail, deluges, deluges with hail and a few moments of bright sunshine. Its not
very conducive to happy gardening but it does fill the ground-water supply after the
driest February for 30 years. The buds are fattening and there is definitely a feeling
that Spring is sprung! Hurrah!

Our next speaker, Rosemary Le Grand, is taking us away from an English Spring to
the sunlit idyll of Ischia to tell us about Sir Henry Walton’s garden, La Mortella. Or
rather his wife, Lady Susana Walton’s garden. Rosemary is one of the club’s favour-
ites as she is so enthusiastic and well informed with utterly stunning photographs.
This promises to be another of her lovely, transformative talks which will send us
off into April with a warm glow. The talk is on Wednesday April 5™ at 7 for 7.30pm.
We meet at Caryford Hall (BA7 7JJ) and provide free refreshments. There is plenty
of parking that is floodlit for the return journey.

On May 13" we are holding our annual Plant Sale at the Market House, Castle Cary
from 8.00am until midday-ish. The Coronation has meant that a number of plant
sales are happening that same day so be generous and do the rounds. But do try us

Membership is £10 for the year of ten talks and discretionary discounts on garden-
ing ‘stuff’ at Dave Marsh and Julian Shave in Cary. Visitors are welcome for £2. Full
details of all our programme and this summer’s show schedule are on our website
www.castlecarygardening.com

Erica Holt


http://www.castlecarygardening.com
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| AM A LOCAL TREE SURGEON
RELIABLE, EXPERIENCED AND ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE
FOR A PERSONAL APPROACH TO ALL YOUR
TREE AND GARDEN NEEDS
PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Quality work at Any job
sensible prices Big or small

FELLING & DISMANTLING
PROFESSIONAL PRUNING
FRUIT TREES
HEDGE CUTTING
STUMP GRINDING
SITE CLEARANCE

Public liability insurance certificate
provided on request

NOEL RADFORD
TREE SURGEON

N.C.HORT (ARB)

9, BURROWFIELD SQUARE, BRUTON, SOMERSET BA10 OHR

01749 812151
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CARPENTMTING DECORATING - TILING

MAINTENANCE RENOVATIONS - CHERRY PICKER HIRE
7 (TEL) 07703976707

A

&a . (E-MAIL)info@ch-maintenance.net
' @ (WEB) www.ch-maintenance.net
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St Leonard’'s PCC

ST LEONARD’S CHURCH, PITCOMBE
PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

VESTRY MEETING

To be held at 6.00pm on Friday, 21° April 2023
at St Leonard’s Church

AGENDA

1.0pening prayer

2. Apologies

3. Minutes of Vestry meeting held on 25" March 2022
4. Election of Churchwardens 2023/2024

5. Any Other business

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
to follow Vestry Meeting

AGENDA

Apologies

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 25" March 2022
Matters Arising

Rector’s report

Electoral Roll Report - Lady Harley

Receive the 2022 Accounts and Treasurer’s Report - Mr Peter Wyatt
Appoint the independent examiner of accounts for 2023
Churchwarden’s Report - Mr Philip Pidsley

Receive the revised Safeguarding and Data protection policies
Election of members to the Parochial Church Council

Any Other business

Closing Prayer

20
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PIEFCOMBE
PORK

OUTDOOR BRED - ETHICALLY
REARED - SUPPORTING LOCAL
AGRICULTURE

PIEACE
ORDERS
NOW

Freshly Delivered:
Mid April-Early May

£150/box (~30kg)
Includes sausages,
bacon and a mix of joints

Contact:

Kevin Spratling
07964 981354
spratlingkevin@gmail.com

21
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Somerset Beekeepers Association

Somerset Beekeepers Association — South East Division

Last year Wise Energy approached our chairman, with the offer of land on the
perimeter of their Hook Valley solar farm on the outskirts of Wincanton, to set up
an apiary. Ours is a small division with between 70 & 80 members and without the
funds to finance such a project, so the gift of not only land but a large shed with
electricity laid on was welcomed with huge enthusiasm.

Equipment and bees have been donated by members and going into winter there
were 10 hives on the site and all the colonies appear to have survived and will be
inspected thoroughly when the weather warms up, usually at the beginning of
April.

This divisional apiary will provide a valuable facility for teaching new beekeepers
the practical side of beekeeping, having covered theory on the beginners’ course
in January. There will be opportunities too, for more experienced members to
acquire new skills such as queen-rearing. In late August we hope to organise a
‘Taster Day’ for anyone wishing to learn more about keeping bees.

Last year provided an excellent honey harvest which allowed the division to do-
nate pots of honey to local Food Banks in Bruton, Castle Cary and Wincanton.

Tina Harley

22
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Bruton & District Horti Soc

3

The year moves on apace and Bruton Horti Soc can report that February’s talk on
Mediterranean wildflowers in nature and the garden was offset by some beauti-
ful photographs. The Snowdrop Visit to the Old Vicarage in Shaftesbury, took
place on a lovely day, and was well supported. Finally, Forest Lodge, the glorious
garden of James and Lucy Nelson in Penselwood was all that it promised to be,
with its wonderful array of spring flowering trees and plants.

Our annual visit to Castle Gardens in Sherborne takes place on Wednesday April
19" where we enjoy a short talk and the pleasures of a 25% discount on all shop-
ping. This is for members only and booking is essential. Do feel free to join our
Society (£6 for a year’s sub) and access to a world of beautiful gardens on our
doorsteps. The last in our series of Winter Talks is entitled ‘Fuchsias My Way’ by
Derek Dexter, who has many years’ experience growing, exhibiting, and winning
prizes for his fuchsias takes place on Monday 24th April at 7.30pm

An important date for all diaries is Saturday 13" May 9.30am when we hold our
Annual Plant Sale and Coffee Morning in Bruton Community Hall. Come and
see the array of plants and seedlings all produced by our clever members.

Jobs in the Garden

Edible Crops

Sow quick growing half-hardy annuals: pumpkins, squash, sweetcorn, basil and
French and runner beans.

Direct sow hardy annuals: salad leaves, lettuce, carrots, beetroot, peas, chard

and spinach.
Direct sow green manures, eg phacelia on fallow ground, waiting for half-
hardy annuals
Plant early (if not already done) and maincrop potatoes.
Continue to sow tomatoes and cucumbers (undercover for later crops) pot on
earlier tomatoes and cucumbers ready for planting under cover.
Flowers

Direct sow hardy annuals eg. poppies, marigolds, dill, nigella and Cerinthe.
Start planting out half-hardies eg. cosmos, in sheltered spots towards the end
of the month.
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A PITCOMBE QUIZWORD

A mixture of ‘straight’ and cryptic (italicised) clues.

1 2 3 4
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ACROSS
1. Local takeaway or an Asian taxi (8)
5. Vehicles for our headless Rector? (4)
8. Total is zero (8)
9. Polish river used as a border line (4)
11. Crowning (10)
14. Jungle vines (6)
15. and 19d. A neighbouring parish (6,4)
17. Carrie and | are confused by how much sunlight falls on this area (10)
20. and 6d. Nickname for our railway (4,3,5)
21. Sweet ingredient used by The Happy Cooker? (8)
22. Type of window (4)

23. Familiar name for one of our locals (3,5)

DOWN

1. Iranian currency (4)

2. Tennis champion who rhymes with 22 (4)

3. Philip invites us here in each issue of PN (2,8)
4. God with gold writer (6)

6. see 20

7. Man’s best friend at this time of year? (8)
10. Shout about a boy who’s dressing (5,5)

12. A pause or word missing in writing (8)

13. Rugby team who lost their fight in 2022 (8)
16. Elephant-headed Hindu god (6)

18. Type of owl! - not in north (4)

19.see 15

Too hard or too easy? Want more? Tell your editors. Solution in next issue.
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KIMBERS’

Feasts. Gifts. Goodness.

See our social
media or phone
for details of
events, family
feasts, guest chefs,
steak nights, curry
nights and more

Our farms’ meats, groceries, dairy, veg,
wine, cheeses, orders & deliveries ...

on the B3081 between Bruton & Wincanton BA9 8HD. Clozed Mondays. 01963 33177
@ kimbersfarmshop.co.uk

Kimbers’ Farm Shop
meats, dalry, grocaries, gts
mbersfarmahop.couk
0196333177

breaifast, lunch, pop-ups, events Vintage & interiors,
thekkchenathimbers co.uk coliectables & curios
0196333177 Tues-Sat am-Spm

The Kitchen at Kimbers’ ‘ Trading Barn
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If you could change one thing about your health -

what would it be?

Your Gut Microbiome is THE key to your health

What is your Microbiome?

Recent scientific studies have uncovered a fascinating ecosystem within
each of us called the Microbiome. This is a complex network of bacte-

“The doctor of the future will no longer treat the
human frame with drugs, but rather wil CUF@and  ria, fungi & microflora, which impacts the health of virtually every
prevent disease v nutrition system in the human body. The Microbiome accounts for 90% of the

Ppmadiioy cells that create YOU. These cells can work for you or against you.

Please contact Sarah Crossman if you would like to
know how to improve your health with a unique 21
.*, day Microbiome Reset Programme.

Tel: 07531 831 553 or email sarah@lifereflexology.co.uk

o0 ¢
) »

L J

e ¢
O

- *.'

lifereflexology

-Somerset-

Hand and Feet Reflexology Reflexology Lymph Drainage
Baby & Toddler Reflexology Workshops

Beautiful boxed gift vouchers
available from Life Reflexology on 07531 831 553

Sarah Crossman CRM5 MAR E: sarmh@lifereflexology.co.uk
W: lifereflexology.co.uk  @life_reflexology
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